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make the difference!

Use conversations to boost
your child’s thinking skills

I n elementary school, teachers expect
students to think about what they’ve

read and then draw conclusions. To

give your child the practice she needs

to develop this ability:

e Ask questions that require her
to think. If you watch a TV show
together, talk about it afterward.
“Why do you think the character

did that?” or “Do you think things

like that happen in real life?”

¢ Share your thoughts when you
are making up your mind. You
might say, “I am still not sure
who I'll vote for in the mayoral
election.” Then talk about the
strengths of the people running
for that office. Your child may have
some great insights.
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o Setaside time to read together—

and then talk about what you've
read. Some families make one meal
a week their “reading dinner.”
Everyone brings a book to the
table. After a few minutes of
reading, family members talk
about what they’'ve read and ask
questions about what everyone
else has read.

Make the most of car time. Parents
know that the best talks often take
place in the car. So ask your child
about what’s going on in her life.
Listen to her answers.

Keep a shared journal. Try reading
the same book. Take turns writing
notes to each other about your
reactions to what you've read.
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Help your child
have some fun
L L]
with fractions
— Understanding
T fractions can be a
'\I: challenge for some
3 e children. To help
- your child learn
fractions, have fun with hands-on
activities like these:

o Take a fraction walk. Have
your child count how many
cars you pass. Then figure how
many (what fraction) of them
are a certain color. Take turns
choosing a color and seeing
who has the largest fraction.

e Measure up. Give your child
measuring spoons and cups.
Have him pour one cup of
water into one glass. Then have
him guess: How many half
cups will it take to fill another
glass the same size? How many
quarter cups or third cups?

e Change that recipe. Ask your
child to rewrite the amount of
each ingredient to double a
recipe or cut it in half.

¢ Eatyour fractions. Give your
child 12, 24 or 36 pieces of
cereal. Let him divide them into
halves, fourths, etc. Or, share a
pizza and ask some questions.
If the pizza is cut into 12 slices,
how many slices equal one-half

or one-third of the pizza?
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Practical ideas for parents to help their children






